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1. Claims 1-18 are pending. Claims 1, 5, 10, and 14 are independent. 

2. The abstract is objected to because of the following: 
Lines 4, 8 and 1 1 , "V-shape" should read - V-shaped -. 

3. The specification is objected to because of the following minor informalities: 
Page 1 , paragraph 0002, line 2, "can be" should be changed to - is - in order to 

be definite because "can be" only means that the apparatus only can be utilized in 
scanners of different sizes" but does not meant that the apparatus is actually utilized in 
the scanners; and 

line 3, "to scanners" should read - in -; 
Page 2, paragraph 0010, lines 5, 8-9 and 13, "V-shape" should read - V-shaped 

> 

line 12, "can be" should be changed to - is -; and 
paragraph 0011, lines 4-5 (two occurrences), 9, and 10, "V-shape" should 
read - V-shaped -. 

Page 5, paragraph 0030, lines 3, 4 and 5, "V-shape" should read - V-shaped -. 

Applicant should check for error such as those described above throughout the 
specification. 
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4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for an adjusting member for adjusting the position of 
the elastic member so that a shaft of a smaller diameter or a larger diameter is clipped 
between the elastic member and the V-shaped supporting surface, does not reasonably 
provide enablement for an adjusting member for adjusting the position of the elastic 
member so that a shaft of any diameter is clipped between the elastic member and the 
V-shaped supporting surface. The specification does not enable any person skilled in 
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use 
the invention commensurate in scope with these claims. 

Independent claims 1, 5, 10, and 14, and thus their dependent claims 2-4, 6-9, 
11-13, and 15-18, respectively, each claim the limitation "the shaft of any diameter 
In the specification, the adjusting member adjusts the space between the elastic 
member and the V-shaped supporting surface; however, the space is not adjusted to 
accommodate a shaft of any diameter. A shaft of any diameter includes a shaft of a 
diameter of 1 nanometer (nm), or a shaft of a diameter of 10 miles. This is just 
impossible in the apparatus. 

In the specification, the phrases "a shaft of any diameter" and "any shaft" appear 
in the following places: 

Page 2, paragraph 0008, line 2, in the Summary of the Invention; 

Page 3, paragraph 001 1 , the last two lines, in the Summary of the Invention; 

Page 10, paragraph 0051, line 6, in the Detailed Description; and 
paragraph 0052, line 1. 
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None of the disclosed embodiments has support for a shaft of any diameter or 
any shaft. 

5. The claims are objected to because of the following: 

In claim 1, lines 5, 10 and 14, "V-shape" should read - V-shaped --; and 
line 14, "can be" should be changed to - is - in order to be definite 
because "can be" means that the shaft only can be clipped between the elastic member 
and the V-shaped supporting surface but does not mean that the shaft is actually 
clipped between the two elements. 

In claim 5, lines 5 and 13 of the claim, "V-shape" should read - V-shaped -; and 
line 1 2, "can be" should be change to - is - in order to be definite for the 
reason given for claim 1, lines 5, 10 and 14. 

In claim 10, lines 3, 8 and 12, "V-shape" should read - V-shaped --; and 

line 13, "can be" should be changed to - is - in order to be definite for the 
reason given for claim 1 , lines 5, 10 and 14. 

In claim 14, lines 3 (two occurrences) and 11, "V-shape" should read - V-shaped 

-; and 

line 10, "can be" should be changed to - is - in order to be definite for the 
reason given for claim 1, lines 5, 10 and 14. 
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6. Comparison of prior art and the claimed invention: 

The closest prior art Lee (U.S. Patent No. 6,888,651), cited below, discloses a 
shaft holding apparatus (12, 13) adapted to slide along the shaft of a flatbed scanner, 
the shaft holding apparatus comprising a body (121-124, 12, 13, and 15) which as a V- 
shaped supporting surface, wherein the V-shaped supporting surface is along the axis 
of the shaft and supports the outer edge (where the shaft contacts the bevel surfaces 
121 and 122) of the shaft. But Lee does not disclose an elastic member mounted on 
the body, wherein the elastic member is elastically contacting the outer edge of the 
shaft, the shaft is clipped between the elastic member and the V-shaped supporting 
surface, and an adjusting member is utilized to adjust the position of the elastic member 
as claimed in claim 1. Other independent claims 5, 10 and 14 each recite limitations 
with regard to the shaft holding apparatus similar to those of claim 1 discussed above. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Lee (U.S. Patent No. 6,888,651) discloses a scanner having a shaft holding 
apparatus (Figs. 2-4). 

Tsai (U.S. Patent No. 6005,685) discloses a transmission mechanism for a 
contract-type image scanner (Figs. 1-2B). 

Tsai (U.S. Patent No. 5,999,277) discloses an image information reading 
apparatus having rolling elements interposed between a sheet table and a contact-type 
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image sensor (Figs. 2B and 3, note rail rods 3033 and 3036, and ball 2034 and cap 205 
for holding the ball 2034). 

Batten (U.S. Patent No. 6,771,399) discloses an injection-molded plastic 
positioning system for moving carriage flatbed scanner (Figs. 1-3). 

Yokota et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,016,088) discloses an image reading apparatus 
(Note shaft 103c and supporting apparatus). 

Tsai (U.S. Patent No. 5,900,951) discloses a contact image sensor image 
reading apparatus. 

Hong (U.S. Patent No. 6,005,686) discloses a supporting mechanism for a 
scanning module. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheukfan Lee whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7407. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Cheukfan Lee 
March 21, 2006 




